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Rescued from under a lorry after calls for help ignored 

THIS sad sight is Penny on the day she arrived at Anim-Mates. She was 

emaciated and frightened and had a number of injuries. 

   On a dark, bitterly cold January evening 

she was seen scavenging and running 

around a busy M2 motorway service 

station. 

   A motorway patrolman, concerned 

about the dog getting on to the motorway 

and causing an accident, phoned the 

national animal rescue society no fewer 

than six times to ask for assistance to catch 

Penny. His calls went unheeded. 

   “At this point I had enough of all the time

-wasting,” said Tayra Edge, who was at the  

service station at the time. 

   “I saw Penny go underneath a large 

truck that was parked with its engine 

running. I could see she was cowering, 

shaking and traumatised, so I crawled 

under the lorry and managed to grab her 

before she could run off.” 

   “I put her in my car and told the 

patrolman that Penny needed warmth 

and food and I was not waiting around for 

any non-existent help to arrive.” 

                                      Continued on page 4 
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MEWS in BRIEF 

A BAKING SUCCESS Friend of 

Anim-Mates Melissa Olivier 

hosted a Valentine’s Day 

bake sale in aid of our 

animals at the online travel 

agency www.ebookers.com, 

where she works.  

This small selection of the 

many delicious cakes that 

were baked and sold would 

make anyone’s mouth water.    

   Our thanks go to Melissa 

and her colleagues who 

raised £175 for our funds. 

HAPPY ENDINGS In the previous 

Newsletter we introduced Happy 

Endings, a new feature on our website 

that has turned out to be very popular.        

   It’s where adopters, new and old, can 

celebrate their pets’ Happy Ending story 

with photos and even videos on their 

very own page. 

   Here’s a snapshot of the page created 

by Lesley Forrest for Ranee whom she 

adopted seven years ago. 

   The page consists of a video of Ranee 

playing, top left hand corner, plus two 

photos and Ranee’s story. 

   We would love to have your pet’s Happy Ending on the website. You’ll find how to go 

about it at www.anim-mates.org.uk. Just click on Happy Endings on the main menu. 

PET HELP VIDEOS We 

have a number of 

interesting videos on 

our website to help 

you care for your 

pets.                  

   These advice films 

have been made by 

a variety of pet 

organisations.  

WHERE WISHES REALLY DO COME TRUE We have been 

overwhelmed by the wonderful response we have had to 

our Amazon Wish List. It is a 

facility on our website that gives 

anyone the opportunity to 

choose and donate useful items 

for our animals. 

The Wish List based at the 

world’s biggest online store, 

contains dozens of much-

needed items such as food and 

heat pads to toys and scratch poles that can make our 

animals’ stay with us a little more enjoyable. 

   In the first 12 weeks we had nearly 60 deliveries of items 

donated by Friends of Anim-Mates and other folk.  

   If you would like to take a look at the Wish List, simply 

Look for the this link  

on our website to see 

our Wish List 

COLLECTORS SOUGHT One 

of the many ways that we 

raise funds is by holding 

collections at the Polhill 

Garden Centre.       

   We will soon be starting 

our season there and are 

looking for weekend 

volunteer collectors. If you 

could spare a few hours 

to help rattle our 

collection tins, please call 

Julie on 07958 031884. 
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Some of the animals who have recently been rescued 

 

SOLO This rather stunning 

looking red-headed female 

guinea pig was in a herd of 

five who were no longer 

wanted by their owners. 

CABBAGE and BROCCOLI When 

their owner was called upon to 

look after an elderly relative he 

no longer had the time to care 

for his rabbits. 

PENELOPE and KITTENS Two days 

after arriving at our sanctuary with 

fellow stray Pepe (see previous 

photo) Penelope gave birth to four 

healthy kittens.  

PATCH When Patch’s 

companion died, rather 

than find him a new friend, 

his owner decided he no 

longer wanted this fine lad. 

PEPE Being a 

stray his precise 

age is unknown, 

but he is only a 

young cat.  

MATILDA When her 

owner emigrated, this 

Lionhead rabbit was 

homeless. We will find 

her new home. 

HARRY and TUPPENCE Jonathan 

adopted two of our kittens. 

Now nine years on, because of 

his failing health, we have 

taken them back into our care.  

Now rehom
ed 

Now rehomed 

CHARLOTTE She came in with 

a group of unwanted 

hamsters. We need to keep 

them apart from each other 

or they will end up fighting. 

ELLIOT This12-month-old 

Dutch boy whose owner 

found she didn’t have 

the time to care for him, is 

enjoying our care. 
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Continued from page 1 

   Tayra rang her mother saying “Mum, 

you are not going to like this, but I have a 

whippet in my car that needs help and 

I’m bringing her home.” 

   “Normally Tayra brings home injured 

birds for me to nurse back to health,” 

Karen told us. “I was horrified at 

what I saw. Here was this poor 

young dog with its ribs and 

backbone poking out of its skin. 

We fed her some chicken and 

tried to warm her up.” 

    Karen, Tayra and boyfriend 

Mark then rushed Penny to the 

PDSA where she was given pain 

killers, antibiotics and put on a heat pad. 

   After tending to Penny the PDSA told 

Karen that they would have to transfer 

her to a dog pound. 

   Karen couldn’t offer Penny a home as 

she has a full house with three cats and a 

17-stone Old English Mastiff. 

   When a concerned Karen went to visit 

Penny at the pound, she had a feeling 

that Penny was in danger of being put to 

sleep if she was left there. 

   Karen persuaded the pound to allow 

her to take Penny to a rescue centre a 

friend had told her about.  

   Knowing then that Anim-Mates has a no

-kill policy Karen asked us to care for 

Penny. 

   Our Teresa was near to tears at the sight 

of Penny walking up her path. “She was 

so depressed and forlorn,” said 

Teresa, “we were determined 

she would get the best 

treatment and care.” 

   Two weeks later Karen visited 

our sanctuary and found a very 

different Penny. “She was curled 

up with other rescue dogs on a 

sofa. She was relaxed and 

looked much better.” 

   Teresa’s sister told her friend, Tim Baker, 

about the rescue of Penny and he 

immediately offered to adopt her. Penny 

was soon settled in his Redhill home. 

   Karen said: “I'm so pleased. At last 

Penny will have the love and care she 

deserves. She is a very loving and trusting 

dog.” 

   Our thanks go to Tayra and Karen for 

rescuing and saving Penny from certain 

death, not once, but twice. 

When it’s bedtime at our sanctuary most 

of the dogs sleep in Teresa’s kitchen. 

   Seen here at the back is elderly, 

arthritic Labrador Ceejay who is having a 

nose rub with incontinent Tiny Flo. Both 

are in our Care for Life. 

   In the foreground are two of Teresa’s 

own dogs, Daisy-May, a three-legged 

Collie and daschund Mash. On the far 

right is Penny. 

Here’s 
how our 
dogs 

are kept 
warm  
during 
bitterly 
cold 
winter 
nights 

 



Six of our residents have been to the vets  Care For Life news 
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Ceejay 11-year-old Ceejay is our newest 

resident. He came to Anim-Mates after his 

owner died and there was nobody to care 

for him. He now lives happily with all the 

other dogs in Shakespeare Farm House. 

   Ceejay suffers from arthritis, which is not 

helped by him being overweight. He is 

now on a diet and medication. 

Rescued animals who cannot be rehomed 

because of age, infirmity or care needs, 

live permanently in the homes of our 

fosterers, where they are treated and cared 

for as their own pets. There are over 100 

animals in our Care for Life. 

Here are some of our Care for Life residents 

who have required treatment lately with 

their vets costs in brackets. 

Edward the goat had a swollen face.  The 

cause was one of his teeth was growing 

through the chin and had to be extracted. 

(£550) 

Gracie a tabby cat has developed a rare 

liver condition (£1867 so far) 

Mimi, the horse seen here in her rug, 

developed an abscess in a front hoof. 

(£333) 

Patsy (top right) had an emergency vet 

remove a three inch nail from one of her 

hooves (£712) 

Museli was treated for pancreatitis, a 

condition that affects the liver. (£803 so far) 

Tiny Flo who weighs just 1.5kg had to have 

specialist dental work on her teeth and 

lower jaw deformity (£400) 

Reggie We trapped some feral cats in 

Gillingham. All the adults were neutered 

and returned to where they lived. We 

kept some kittens including Reggie, as 

they were too young to be neutered. 

They have now been neutered and 

integrated with other feral cats who are 

spending the rest of their lives with us. 



Teresa writes: Being of the old school, 

computers and I don’t always get on well 

together, so I rely on others to help me. 

   I am aware that not every Friend of 

Anim-Mates wants or uses a computer. 

That’s why we will always be happy to 

rely upon the postman to deliver some of 

our newsletters and letters. 
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We may sometimes curse them, but computers help our work 

Cats love scratch posts Here are a couple of 

new photos showing four of our adopted 

cats enjoying a scratch post. 

   Black and white cats Izzy and her  

daughter Betty are in Bluebell Hill with Dr 

Reena Jacob and her family, whilst 

Montana and Jack enjoy life in Chislehurst 

with Jeanette and Martin Taylor.  

      With a few of clicks of their mouse, 

anyone, anywhere in the world can send 

us a donation, send us an 

item from our Amazon 

Wish list, sponsor a Care 

for Life animal or become 

a Friend of Anim-Mates. 

   They can also watch 

videos of some of our 

animals and read our weekly articles that 

are published in local newspapers.  

   Many of our animals are rehomed after 

being seen on our website.   

   More and more people receive our 

newsletters by email reading them in full 

colour. 

   With postage and printing costs forever 

rising we rely more and more on emails, 

which, of course, do not cost us a penny, 

and, more importantly, are almost instant. 

   This newsletter, our posters, leaflets, 

newspaper articles and letters are all 

created on our own home computers at 

no cost to Anim-Mates. 

   Since 2004 we have 

written - or rather 

processed - nearly 5,000 

letters and over 16,000 

emails. Copies of them all 

are stored on our 

secretary’s computer. It’s great that any 

particular letter or email , no matter how 

old, can be found within seconds. 

    

  

12-month wait is over We had a delightful 

letter from cats Sophie and Mr Benn, a 

mum and her son, who waited for over a 

year for a new home.  

   Now they have taken over a house in 

New Barn and have the owners Mr and 

Mrs McKay, who they refer to as 

Granddad and Nanny, as their staff.  

   Mr Benn is seen here with Granddad. 

C omputers and the Internet play an increasing role in a lot of people’s lives and we 

at Anim-Mates are no exception. Some of us rely heavily on technology, 

particularly to help with the admin work. Most of us weren’t brought up with computers 

so we have had to hone our keyboard skills as we go along. 
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Finding a home for a rabbit pair can be a bit of a problem 

Barclay and Frieda 2 years old Floppy and Rygel 2 years old 

O ur rabbit fosterer Julie Baxter has turned her Catford back garden into a rabbit’s 

paradise. Over twenty unwanted, but now neutered, rabbits, live in very large 

hutches with connected runs so they enjoy plenty of freedom while they await adoption. 

Most of the bunnies are in pairs, and therein lies a problem when it comes to finding new 

homes for them. 

   “We get a steady stream of enquiries 

from people interested in adopting a 

single rabbit, but not many wanting a 

pair,” explains Julie, “so pairs tend to stay 

with us for a longer time.” 

   Unfortunately some 

people still think that 

rabbits should live 

alone, but they are 

social animals and 

should always be 

with at least one 

other bunny. And of 

course they both 

should be neutered. 

Every rabbit we 

rescue is neutered as 

a  m a t t e r  o f 

practice.”    

   “ E x p e r i e n c e d 

rabbit owners will often ask us for a single 

rabbit, if they want to bond with their 

existing rabbit.” 

   “Most of the pairs we have were 

bonded together by their original owners 

and we would never consider separating 

them.” 

   “We do get a number of parents asking 

if we will let their children adopt a bunny. 

This is usually a recipe for disaster. Rescues 

all over the country are inundated with 

unwanted rabbits from children who have 

lost interest in their pet and the 

responsibilities that go with ownership; like 

feeding, cleaning and playing with them.”      

   “This is one of the 

reasons why Anim-

Mates has a policy 

that adopters of any 

animal must be over 

18 years old.” 

   Julie works closely 

with the Rabbit 

Welfare Association, 

the UK’s largest pet 

rabbit organisation.  

   “ T h e y  h a v e 

p u b l i s h e d  a n 

informative leaflet 

that we send to 

prospective adopters so they are made 

fully aware of the commitment they will 

have to make.” 

   If any Friend of Anim-Mates  knows of 

anyone who would like to adopt a pair of 

rabbits, please put them in touch with 

Julie on 07958 031884, or direct them to 

our website, www.anim-mates.org.uk, 

where there are photographs and details 

of all our rabbits. 



SHE’S usually the one behind the 

camera, but on this occasion our 

volunteer photographer Bobbie 

was snapped accepting a cheque 

for Anim-Mates from Strood ASDA 

Store Manager James Bebbington. 

   Customers nominated our charity 

for a £100 donation from the ASDA 

Foundation which is part of the 

supermarket’s Community Life 

scheme. 

Ian’s birthday presents help feed our cats 
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 Fundraising news 

JEWELLERY   Do you have any unwanted 

items of jewellery that we can sell on to 

help raise funds? Please post any items, 

no matter how small or large, to Sue 

Perkins at 31 Church Farm Close, Hoo, 

Kent, ME3 9AY. Thank you. 

A  Friend of Anim-Mates has celebrated his 

40th birthday in a rather novel way. 

   Ian Jagger invited 120 friends to his eight-

hour celebration, with two bands and DJs, on 

the proviso that they brought cat food to 

help feed the many cats in Anim-Mates care. 

   Ian said: “Most of my friends have cats and 

were delighted with my wish to help feed 

unwanted and abandoned cats.” 

   “A friend, who has nine cats, stood at the 

door and collected all the ‘presents’ from the 

guests. She lost count after 165 boxes of 

pouches and cans, trays and bags of cat 

food were handed over, plus toys, treats and 

even some flea treatment. A selection of dog 

and rabbit food was given in, too.” 

   Ian also had one of our yellow collection 

pots available for loose change donations 

which raised £64.  

   “I wanted to do something for the charity 

and thought my 40th was the ideal event. It 

would be great if other people arranging a 

celebration could get their friends to donate 

to Anim-Mates or any other charity.” 

   Our photo has Ian holding a collection pot 

with some of the food donations in the 

background. 

   One sad note: Despite his love of cats Ian 

cannot have one himself. “Unfortunately I am 

allergic to their fur,” he told us. 

Photo: Steve Kenny 

After reading about Ian’s party on our 

Facebook page other Friends of Anim-

Mates posted their thoughts - 
Jean Gilliard: What a lovely 

man, good luck to him. 

Lesley Rodda: What a great 

gesture  

Liz Porter: What a brilliant 

idea 

Sara Spellman: Amazing 

generosity and very 

thoughtful man 

Can you help? 
We’re having a 

collection at the 

Hempstead 

Valley Shopping 

Centre on 

Saturday 23 

March and need 

some collectors. 

Please call Sue 

on 07989 617676 

if you can help. 
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Photos of your Anim-Mates pets 

Top left Before they were rescued Alice 

was a six-week-old stray and Melisende 

had her tail amputated after it was 

slammed in a door. After meeting in our 

care they became inseparable so Janet 

Smith in Purley adopted them both. 

Bottom left Five years ago Hector and 

Pippin went to live in Clapham with Paul 

Stevens. Not only did Paul email us this 

photo, he also sent us a large bag of cat 

food through our Amazon Wish List. 

Top right It looks as though kittens Felix 

and Merlin have already learnt to surf the 

web on Jacqui Wayment’s tablet. They 

have recently settled into their new home 

in Sittingbourne. 

Bottom right Lenny is a lovely boy and a 

big part of the Whitlam family. On the day 

when they all moved from Kent to 

Derbyshire, Lenny was spotted sitting in a 

box making sure Judy and Steve didn't 

forget to pack him too .   



From Graham Wingham, Sidcup  

 

From Julia and Steve Gjertsen, 

Blackfen 
    

    

    

    

Your letters and emails to Anim-Mates  

From Claire Hayden 
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From Mark and Karen Plummer, 

Gravesend 

YES, we love getting  

photos and news of your pets.  

So please email them to:  

info@anim-mates.org.uk  

or pop them in the post to our address 

which is in the ‘Contact Anim-Mates’ panel 

on the next page 

Fergal and Harriet are very happy 

and have settled here quickly.  

Fergal is the mischievous one - 

he has helped with washing up, 

cooking, showering and repairing 

a boiler.  

Harriet meanwhile loves her spot 

on the window sill spying on 

everyone walking down the street. 

We adopted Misty just over two 

weeks ago. She is great and has 

really settled in.  

She is filling out and nowhere 

near as shy.  

She loves to sit on Julia’s lap 

and is very vocal. 

Tidget is still fairly timid 

and not happy about any people 

apart from Karen and me. 

Sid on the other hand tends to 

walk through things rather than 

round them. He has an appetite 

for any food substance, and I 

mean anything! We haven't found 

a thing he won't eat. 

Both are fit and well and run 

around the garden and 

surrounding ones just as they 

should. 

Suzie and Felix have settled in 

very well. They both love having 

cuddles and being stroked a lot.  



 

                       Make your donation worth an extra 25% to Anim-Mates  

           Please tick the box if you would like Anim-Mates to reclaim the tax you      

           have already paid on the above donation and any future donations  

           you may make. Your annual income tax and/or capital gains tax must      

           be more  than the tax all the charities that you donate to will reclaim in the current year.   

           Anim-Mates will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that you have donated. 
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Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

 

Name………………………………..…………………….. 

 
……………………………………………………………….... 

 

Address…………………………………………………… 

 

………………..………. ……………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………….…………….…..…… 

 

……………………………………………..………………….. 

 

…………………………………………………………………. 

 

Post Code……………….………………...………..…… 

 

*Tel……………………….………………………………...… 

 

Signed ……………………………………….……………. 

 

Date…..…………………..……………………………….... 

Multi-use form for New Friends / Donations / Sponsor an animal  

I wish to a make a donation to Anim

-Mates to help animals in need. I 

would like to receive a  Newsletter 

which will show what my donation 

can achieve. 

I wish to sponsor a Care-for-Life 

animal for a year. I will receive a 

cer t i f i cate ,  a  report  and 

photograph of my chosen animal 

for a minimum donation of £10. 
*Anim-Mates will call you about which 

animal you wish to sponsor 

I wish to become a new Friend of 

Anim-Mates , for a minimum 

donation of £10 for a year, to support 

animals in need, and to receive a 

quarterly Newsletter.  

Please do not use this for renewals 

���� Please tick the relevant boxes below 

I enclose a donation of  £…………….… payable to Anim-Mates.     ■ Or if you prefer to 

pay by Standing Order, please tick the box  and we will send you a form for your bank 

Cats, Kittens, Dogs and Puppies 

Teresa  07743 331397  

             01634 271456  

Rabbits 

Julie    07958 031884 

General Enquiries  01634 271456  

Email  info@anim-mates.org.uk  

Animal enquiries 

���� 

Guinea Pigs  

Teresa  07743 331397  

             01634 271456  

Contact Anim-Mates by phone, letter, email and on the web 

Website www.anim-mates.org.uk 

Post  Anim-Mates 

Shakespeare Farm House 

Shakespeare Farm Road 

St. Mary Hoo  

Kent ME3 8RS 

Please post this form to:  Anim-Mates, Shakespeare Farm House  

                                     Shakespeare Farm Rd, St. Mary Hoo, Kent ME3 8RS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gabriel and Louie 

are in Sydenham 

Milo and Jasper 

are happy in Bromley 

Matilda 

twitches her nose in Ashford 

Babyrose 

now lives in Rainham 

These are some of the animals recently found new homes  

Dina and Halle 

are fond of Higham 

Marley and Lennon 

relax in Gravesend 

Buddy  

lives in Walderslade 

Izzy and Betty 

are together Bluebell Hill 

Alsaka and Lily 

play in Brixton 

Marley  

has settled in Forest Hill 

Penny 

loves Redhill 
Winnie   

rather likes Bexleyheath 


