
We've listened to your feedback and
improved recycling. From 28 October
we will collect all your rubbish 
and recycling, including food and
garden waste, on the same day
every week. So you can recycle more
and it’s even easier to remember
what to put out, when.

Your collection day will not change but your collection
time may. So remember to have all waste and recycling
out by 7am on your collection day. 

These improvements have been made possible 
by £14million worth of government funding won by
Medway Council and Veolia Environmental Services.

Moving to weekly recycling collections means you 
can recycle more, which is better for the environment
and saves money. So a big thank you to all Medway’s
recyclers. We are currently recycling, composting and
reusing nearly 40 per cent of our waste. 

If you would like to recycle more but are unsure of what
to recycle and how, the next few pages will tell you.
This guide is full of helpful hints and advice to make
recycling easy so we can all play our part.

Medway's getting it sorted 
– keep up the good work.

Cllr Phil Filmer
Portfolio Holder for Front Line Services.

Recycling update
Our recycling services 
are now even better

Weeklyrecyclingcollections start 28 Oct 

% 01634 333333
www.medway.gov.uk/recycleweekly



Let’s get recycling SORTED

Blue reusable bags
- Paper and card only

✔ Flattened cardboard
✔ Newspapers and magazines
✔ Phone directories
✔ Envelopes
✔ Junk mail

White reusable bags

and clear plastic sacks
- Mixed containers

✔ Glass bottles and jars
✔ Metal food and drinks cans
✔ Household plastic packaging
✔ Clean foil
✔ Empty aerosols

What should I recycle in
my reusable bags? 

Top tips for blue bags
n Cardboard food packaging, labels and cardboard tubes

can be recycled in your blue reusable bag.

n Don’t mix paper and card with plastic:
• Take magazines out of their plastic wrapping. 
•Paper and card should go in loose

n You can use cardboard boxes for excess paper and card
if needed.

n Shredded paper should be securely contained in envelopes or
boxes before placing in your reusable bag to prevent it blowing away
when emptied. Shredded paper can also be composted if it is placed
loose in your brown wheelie bin.

Separate your paper and card from your other recycling
Paper and card mixed with plastic is harder and more expensive to recycle.
Paper and card MUST remain separate from other household recycling. 

One vehicle keeps your recycling separated
The vehicle that collects your recycling has a split body, keeping paper and
card on one side, and mixed containers on the other. So don’t worry, we make
sure your effort is not wasted.

Remember to put your recycling out by 7am 
Your rubbish and recycling, including food and garden waste, will be collected
every week, from 28 October. Your collection day will not change but
your collection time may so please put your bags and brown bin out by
7am on your collection day.

To recycle more is so easy
By keeping paper and card separate we can collect a wider range of plastic
packaging like bottles, pots, tubs and trays. 

Extra bags are available for even more recycling
You can pick up reusable bags and clear sacks from all Medway libraries and
contact points – free of charge. 

Don’t forget to rinse
Dirty food containers are harder to recycle so please remember to rinse these
out before placing them in your bags for recycling.

For more information visit www.medway.gov.uk/recycleweekly 



Your food and garden waste
collection is going weekly too

Food waste
✔ Meat and fish 

(with or without bones)
✔ Plate scrapings and leftovers
✔ Egg shells
✔ Fruit and vegetable waste
✔ Tea bags/coffee grounds
✔ Greasy cardboard, such as

pizza boxes

My property is not suitable for a brown bin
As part of a trial, some properties have been given smaller brown food
bins to use alongside brown sacks for garden waste. We will be rolling
this out to more homes in 2014.

From 28 October you can recycle your food
and garden waste every week, using your
brown wheelie bin. We will then compost it.

You will soon receive:
n Kitchen caddy – to collect kitchen food waste

(do not put out for collection).

n Compostable liners – to line
your kitchen caddy and help transfer
food waste cleanly to your brown wheelie
bin. This is an introductory, one-off
delivery. More compostable liners with the
seedling logo (right) can be purchased from
www.caddyliners.com, local supermarkets
or you can line your caddy with newspaper.
Please do not use plastic carrier bags as these will
not compost.

Greasy or food-soiled cardboard boxes, 
should be put in your brown wheelie bin with your
other food waste.

For more information visit www.medway.gov.uk/recycleweekly 

EN13432 
Home

compostable

Brown bins/sacks 
– what you can put
out each week

n One brown wheelie bin plus
two open sacks (non black);

n OR four open sacks (non
black) per household. 

If you have more than this: 
n Compost it at home.
n Take it to one of our three

Household Waste and
Recycling Centres.

Garden waste will no
longer be collected in

black sacks.

Garden waste
✔ Dead plants
✔ Garden cuttings and weeds
✔ Small branches (up to 5cm

diameter)
✔ Grass and hedge clippings

No thanks:
8 Rubble, soil or turf
8 Don’t overfill your brown bin
or it could break when emptied

Benefits of
recycling your 

food waste
n Food waste will not attract

rodents or pests if safely
contained in your brown bin
keeping streets cleaner.

n It can be recycled into compost
and used as fertiliser on farms.

n It’s twice as costly to send food
to landfill than to compost it.

Brown sacks
- Garden waste only

No thanks:
8 Rubble, soil or turf
8 Food



Household waste and recycling centres
You can reuse and recycle more by taking unwanted items to one of Medway’s three 
household waste and recycling centres:

Opening hours:
Monday to Saturday, 8am to 4.30pm Sundays and bank holidays, 9am to 4pm
(Capstone and Cuxton sites are open until 6.30pm on Mondays between April and September) 

Recycling points
Medway has over 50 recycling points.

To find maps to the Household Waste and Recycling Centres and your closest recycling point
please visit www.medway.gov.uk/recycleweekly
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Free electrical waste collections from your home 
From fridges to irons, there is no limit to the amount of electrical
items that can be collected and recycled. 
Email recycle@sweeep.co.uk or phone 01795 434126 to arrange your free collection.

Working in partnership with Sweeep Kuusakoski and Veolia Environmental Services

For more information visit www.medway.gov.uk/recycleweekly 

Other ways to recycle

n Ambley Road, off Hoath
Way, Gillingham ME8 OQH

n Shawstead Road,
Capstone, Chatham ME7 3JL

n Sundridge Hill, Cuxton 
ME2 1LF

Flats recycling update
If you live in a flat and use
communal recycling bins,
we will be changing them
soon so you too can separate
paper and card from other
recycling. 
We will contact you directly
when this change happens.

Bulky waste collections
Each household is entitled to one free collection of
up to three non-electrical, bulky items per year.
Extra collections cost £18; an express service
(within 48 hours) is available at £30.80.

Visit www.medway.gov.uk/bulkywaste

Missing bags or
a wheelie bin?

Phone

333333

Ever thought of composting
your garden waste? 

Order your discount compost 
bin and accessories from 
www.medway. 
getcomposting.com
or phone 
08445 714444.




